Fatal virus-associated hemophagocytic syndrome associated with coexistent chronic active hepatitis B and acute hepatitis C virus infection.
A 28-year-old man was admitted to our department with intermittent fever, hepatosplenomegaly and pancytopenia. Liver parameters and serum ferritin were markedly elevated. Bone marrow biopsy showed hypocellularity, histiocytic hyperplasia, and hemophagocytosis consistent with a virus-associated hemophagocytic syndrome (VAHS). There was serological evidence of chronic active hepatitis B and acute hepatitis C virus infection. The patient died despite aggressive immunosuppressive and supportive treatment. Autopsy revealed signs of acute viral hepatitis with cholestasis. Histiocytes engaged in hemophagocytosis were observed in bone marrow and spleen. The condition was interpreted as VAHS associated with chronic active hepatitis B and acute hepatitis C virus infection. To our knowledge this is the first report of a hemophagocytic syndrome in that setting.